
THE DISPATCH    

R & R leave in the military stands for Rest & Recuperation, but trav-
eling over 8,000 miles and 8 time zones to see your loved ones some-
times you have an extra R, REVELATION.    
 
R&R Leave is a huge process for the military and managed quite 
well, but as a soldier you become lost in the shuffle as just another 
number waiting to return home or waiting to return to Iraq.   The 
Theater Gateway in Ali Al Saleen air base in Kuwait is the process 
center.  They have the job of not only processing all soldiers in and 
out of theater, but they must manage the R&R&R program.   This 
program moves 30 to 35 thousand soldiers in and out of the Middle 
East each month. 
 
It was real eye openers to see how each day was laid out in order ex-
pedite each soldiers goal of a safe return to the USA and then back 
again.  There are countless briefings that each home sick warrior must 
attend in order to embark on their journey.  Each soldier must arrive 4 
to 5 hours prior to scheduled flights and instead of a short walk to 
their boarding gate there is an hour and half bus ride.  The total proc-
ess can stretch to a three or four day extravaganza.  They must also 
keep track of all of their personal belongings as they may be moved 
from one LA (living area) to another.   Most living areas are set up to 
accommodate the needs of the anxiously awaiting desert combatants.  
Ali Al Seleen  has many restaurants that stay open 24 hours a day as 
well their large MWR facilities and gym. 
 
Once on board a large over stuffed commercial airbus, the tension 
reaches its acme, and all the thoughts of a short 15 day layover in the 
great USA, start to validate.  Only 24 more hours until touch down in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

R & R & R 
SSG Daniel Malizzi, 600th TC Operations 

SSG Daniel Malizzi smiles with his R&R leave packet in hand. 

Commanders Corner:  CPT Ryan Kramer 
December was another great month for the 600th Trans-
portation Company.  Our reputation of putting the most 
well equipped vehicles on the road trickled all the way 
to the top of the battalion, and our maintenance section 

was tasked with upgrading the 142d CSSB Battalion Commander 
and Sergeant Major’s guntrucks with extra lights, ventilation, sirens, 
police bars and wiring.  Next up is upgrading the Brigade Com-
manders Personal Security Team’s vehicles. 
 

To date, the Soldiers of the 600th TC have executed 78 missions and 
over 185,000 miles throughout Southern Iraq.  In addition to the 
fantastic performance of our soldiers on the road, many of our 
troops have been challenged by some different missions.  3 soldiers, 
SGT Aaron Rowe, SSG Marcus Schmidt, and PFC Patrick Wil-
liams, were tasked with developing an ASV Certification Course for 
the units of the 142d CSSB.  To date, they have conducted 8 
courses, training 48 Soldiers to operate the M1117 ASV.  Recently, 
the 600th was fielded with a new thermal imaging system called the 
Driver Vision Enhancer.  SGT Joseph Busing and SPC Andrew 
Rowley were asked to create a training course for the battalion that 
trained 16 soldiers on the use of the system.   
 

Currently the unit leadership is continuing to write and rewrite end 
of tour awards, which will has proved to be a big task over the past 
30 days.  The unit continues to be very proactive with training, con-
ducting another M9/M4 Small Arms Qualification in January, as 
well as an M2 Qualification.  Unit CLS Recertification is in full 
swing, as many of our soldiers are nearing 1 year since their last 
class. Additionally, the 600th will continue the ASV Operators Certi-
fication through the month of January.   
 

With the outstanding performance of the Gun Crews and support 
personnel of the 600th TC, I am sure the unit will continue to set the 
example in the Battalion.  The majority of the Soldiers in the 600th 
were able to enjoy a day off and a great meal on Christmas Day, as 
the leadership of the 142d CSSB worked with their units to keep its 
soldiers off the road.  The company did have a small get together 
and formation on Christmas morning to promote 9 Soldiers and 
hand out some awards.  After the formation the company 1SG, CO, 
and XO handed out wrapped presents, donated by Grace/Mayer In-
surance Agency in Omaha, to all the Soldiers. 
 

Thanks again for all the support, I hope you all had a joyous Christ-
mas Season and a Happy New Year. 

Left - A crew from the 600th Transportation Company celebrate the sea-
son by taking Santa Claus on one of their recent convoys in Southern 
Iraq. 




